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On the Occasion of the Publication of ‘Cross-Cultural Studies Series’

The 21st century is a century for us to enrich our spiritual life. In the
process of the IT Revolution, the appeal for the revival of ‘books’ has long
been made, but the material civilization has filled our daily life with too
many things, and our ability to reflect or perceive the present state of affairs.
The modest human existence is, undoubtedly, destroying itself with things
that we have created. Now is the time to need a new arrow to shoot the
circular movement of knowledge, breaking through the human crisis and
seeking the peace of the world. Confronted with such a serious situation and
inquiring after the meaning of the real cultivation on a global scale, we
realize keenly, that truth should be opened for the whole nation.

Our ‘Cross-Cultural Studies Series’ is published as a trial to walk on the
narrowed earth, sending up a balloon of knowledge. We could not ‘shake
hands’ until we share the fertility of our spiritual life by crossing the border
of countries and overcoming the struggle of peoples. There we could find
people of the earth, so conscious, capable of overviewing the whole picture of
things with a better sense of balance, free from the political, economic, social,
and cultural framework. Thus, the field of ‘cross-cultural studies’ will
function as a measure to be provided for international relationships. In other
words, it is a new line of study to advance the self-consciousness as people of
the earth.

The field of cross-cultural studies is also a correlative movement of
knowledge to deepen mutual understanding through a full recognition of the
present aspects of foreign culture, multi-culturalism, and multi-lingualism.
The publishing world has fallen upon unprecedented hard times in Japan
now. In this sense, it may be meaningful to plan and publish a new series of
educational books, though numerous difficulties may be anticipated. All we,
a publisher, could do is hope for sympathies of you readers.
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