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Only twenty years have passed since Nishiwaki Junzaburo died at the age of 88
So it may be still too early to try to weigh this poet and place him among the
long tradition of Japanese poetry. But along with the decline of all forms of
literature in the modern world, Japanese language itself seems to be undergoing
rapid changes. It is a quite natural course that things change and so does a
language. Language changes sometimes include its enrichment but they sometimes
mean its disintegaration.ln this comnection, we can say that poets and novelists
have played a very important role in creating the fertility of modern Japanese
throughout its long history

There are many fans of the poems by Nishiwaki among poets and university
professors. But few people except this limited cirlce know him by name, accord-

ingly his works are not known so well as I think worthy of him. This regretful



Situation may be due to the fact that his poems are generally difficult. It is
quite natural that people living in this busy world dare not read such difficult
poems at the expense of his precious leasure time.

Another reason that I can think of is that even today there are still many
critics like Yoshimoto Takaaki who, in evaluating poems, insist on the distinction
whether they are based on the real life or not. Certainly many Tanka poems and
Haiku are produced daily in Japan by a large number of people and they are
certainly based on their real life or feeling. But can’t there be another type
of poems which may not be based on this principle but make the readers feel
pleasant and happy when they read them? Haven't these poems also contributed
for the enrichment of modern Japanese?

My contention is that the poems by Nishiwaki belong to this latter Lype and
they have their raison d' etre especially in the chaotic situation of Japanese
language of today. There are many critics and specialists who are trying to
elucidate the essential nature of Nishiwaki’s work by digeing it more deeply and
by adding his or her own interpretation on the total situation surrounding him
but there are few researchers who try to investigate the external features of
his poems : what kind of Japanese he uses or what materials he utilized for
bringing about such effects he intended to produce and so on. It is often said
of Nishiwaki that once you are fascinated with his poems you can never forget
their taste and cannot get out of it just like a drug addict. Is there something
poisonous in his poems that fascinate you like he himself declared in one of his
work? If it is true, what is it? This is the question I have always been asking
nyself when I read his poems.

During his fifty years of poem-creation, he produced a huge quantity of poems.



This thesis, however. discusses mainly the first three major works in his early
period: Ambarvalia, No Travellers Return and Modern Fable. Each of them has its
distinctive feature, but judging from the degree of perfection I think Modern
Fable is the hest.The beauty and pathos that were shown here have no comparison.

As to these three works, every appearance in the poetry world in Japan was
dramatic. When Nishiwaki published Ambaruvalia, his first poetical work in
Japanese, many poets were amazed with wonder because they saw there a poetic
world which was completely different from the one they have been accustomed to.
The appearance of his second work No Travellers Return surprised them again
because this time it showed a very different image from the first. Feople were
left in an unstable state until the third collection of his work Modern Fable
was published. Thus the common understanding among poets and critics as to the
essence of the third work. That is, Modern Fable was born out of the two
previous works.

I think that there seems to be a key tone that is flowing under these works
and I feel it is something hard and solid like a rock. Actually there was a work
which preceded these three works but which was not known so publicly. The title
of the work is The Fountain of Toriton. It is a so-called prose poem and
Nishiwaki had published these pieces one by one in several poetry magazines
under the pseudo name of Jacobs Phillipus or JP. 1t is this experimental style
which is rude and wild that must be called his original style. In this thesis 1
tried to prove it and also tried to find out his fundamental style in the
process.

In fact, it will not be so difficult for vou to notice that most poems in
Ambarvalia have similar taste as Toriton, only the form is different. Let’s see

it in one of his typical poems.



X& Fine
(FHXNh/=FRH) O H1EH On a sparkling morning(like scattered jewelry)
WADLECNC TN E X s %< Someone is whispering to somebody in the doorway

FhiThoLERDOE, This is the day a god is born.

This is the firsl poem ai the beginuning of Ambarvalia under the title of
‘Grecian Lyrics'. As this title shows, Nishiwaki loved especially things about
Ancient Greek or Ancient Rome at this period. This is also the poem which made
Murou Saisei, the famous lyric poet of Japan, express that a poet make every
effort all through his life to produce only one precious line.

The first thing that we notice in this poem is the clear, crisp image of the
morning. We feel like seeing a picture depicting a serene scemary set in the
medieval Burope. The simile in the first line which is included in the bracket
is especially very effective. The vivid pictorial image that we can see here is
the very strong facet that most of his poems possess. No wonder of this tendency
if you only remember his career that he abandoned to be a professional painter
in his early age but continued to paint all through his life,

Secondly, Nishiwaki, who was a rare polyglot, was highly sensitive in using
Japanese language. The scinlilating image the first line produced in this poem
will not be so effective without the soft and serene atomosphere of the second
line that followed it. These effects are caused by Lhe use of ancient form
‘Nanpito' for expressing somebody and also Lhe prepositional particle _nité
which means ‘at’ or‘in’ signifyving places instead of everyday usage dé.

Though Ambarvalia was in fact his first collection of his poems in Japanese,

it was published when he was only forty, so we see his virility here in many



ways. He utilized every means that he could get on hand: the images he got from
pictures, the quotations he found in the classical books like the one in the
bracket shown above, or the hard and solid feeling brought about by Z£5E(kango]
(the Japanese words of Chinese origin)or #>XI38 [kannbunkuché](the tradition-
ally auhoritative way of reading Chinese sentences). All these factors
contributed to the enhancement of the fresh image with which the then stagnant
poetic world of Japan was shocked.

When No Travelers Returns [Tabibito kaerazu] was published, people were
surprised again. There were no such relics of masculinity left in this work.

Instead, all those stanzas, both long and short, were filled with sorrow, regret

and pitiful feeling. People wondered about this sudden drastic change of his
tone. In addition to that, the complete revision of his first work which was
being done simultaneouly and later published under the title THAIT 2DV H}

lanbaruwarial puzzled the people because it was clear to everyone’s eyes that
the revision was change for worse. A critic wrote even a ridiculing short essay
with such title as ‘The Shepherd has got cold after all’ which was a very fitted
metaphor because all the hard and glittering world of Ancient Greece was soften-
ed and broken down in the new version.

What I want to stress here is the fact that the revision of Ambarvalia was, in
reality, his experiment. [t was a brave experiment of this poet who tried to get
out of his former world and to create a new one of the poetic beauty. [t is
utterly unthinkable that Nishiwaki with such sensitivity did not know that this
revision was-change for worse. The hard. solid and glitterng world which was
started from The Fountain of Toriton flowed on and it peaked in the form of

Ambarvalia. 1t was a dear world to a poet like Nishiwaki whose character was



authoritative rather than romantic or sentimental. He knew it himself and he
dared to abandon it in order to create a new world. Finally he was successful
in his attempt and the new world which was crystalysed was none other than
Modern Fable .

There are many proofs for my contention in both THAIE 5oV H) [anbaruwa-
ria] and Ambarvalia. For example, while T4l [oré] which is the harsh
rude way of calling oneself is used very frequently in Ambarvalia, this form is
vanished completely in the revised one. Instead, the feminine way of calling

(%A) [watashil which means ‘I'and l&7&71 [anata] which means you appear often
in conversational forms. The frequent appearance of the wqrds fike ‘woman’ or
‘daughter’ is another proof of this trend.

Thus a new atmosphere was added on the base of the softened style. He invented
a new linguistic device such as ending the lines with the expression (D7) [no-
da] or introduced in his poems many ethnic words called [#13&) [wago]l(literally
Japanese word). But he retained the hard and solid effects caused by¥3& [kango)
andB3X O3 [kanbunkucho]. In this way Nodern Fable with his deepened exist-
ential feeling for human being made a new world which make you feel sometimes

gorgeous and somtimes pitiful.

(End)
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Le vent joue de la harpe dans tes cheveux ARk aPkaD tIR5OEDE
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TEFENERO L.

Une église lointaine somne dans ton coeur 1333 2HLSBROLWODT

L’ Angélus de mon amour.
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Je

BHWDT vV = 5 AOEAEFTH,

ne serai plus jamais seul ni pauvre:

J' ai ma douleur, ma rovale douleur!
Des arbres de douleur ombragent ma

maison de suie,

Bt mes amis ont tous des yeux de deuil.

Je
Je
Je
Je
Je
Je
Je
Je
Je

suis le frare et le mari,

suis le fils de la douleur,

ne suis rien sans elle:

la mange

la ris

la fume

la hurle

la crache

I’aime puisqu’ elle est de toi!
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